384               TAXATION NO TYRANNY.
Nor can I omit paying my tribute of praise to some of his smaller poems, which I have read with pleasure, and which no criticism shall persuade me not to like. If I wondered at Johnson's not tasting the works of Mason and Gray, still more have I wondered at their not tasting his works; that they should be insensible to his energy of diction, to his splendour of images, and comprehension of thought. Tastes may differ as to the violin, the flute, the hautboy, in short all the lesser instruments: but who can be insensible to the powerful impressions of the majestick organ ?
His Taxation no Tyranny being mentioned, he said,' I think I have not been attacked enough for it. Attack is the re-action ; I never think I have hit hard, unless it rebounds1.1 BOSWELL. 'I don't know, Sir, what you would be at. Five or six shots of small arms in eveiy news-paper, and repeated cannonading in pamphlets, might, I think, satisfy youa. But, Sir, you'll never make out this match, of which we have talked, with a certain political lady, since you are so severe against her principles8.' JOHNSON. ' Nay, Sir, I have the better chance for that. She is like the Amazons of old; she must be courted by the sword. But I have not been severe upon her.' BOSWELL. 'Yes, Sir, you have made her ridiculous.' JOHNSON. ' That was already done, Sir. To endeavour to make her ridiculous, is like blacking the chimney.'
I put him in mind that the landlord at Ellon" in Scotland
1  See post, March 26,1779, and Boswell's Hebrides, Oct. i, and under Nov. n, 1773.   According to Dr. T. Campbell (Diary, p. 36), Johnson, on March 16, had said that Taxation no Tyranny did not sell.
2  Six days later he wrote to Dr. Taylor:—' The patriots pelt me with answers.    Four pamphlets, I think, already, besides newspapers and reviews, have been discharged against me.    I have tried to read two of them, but did not go through them.'    Notes and Queries, 6th S., v. 422.
3  ' Mrs. Macaulay,' says Mr. Croker, who quotes Johnson's Works, vi. 258, where she is described as ' a female patriot bewailing the miseries of her friends and fellow-citizens.'   See ante, i. 518.
4  See Boswell's Hebrides, Aug. 24, 1773, and post, Sept. 24,1777, for another landlord's account of Johnson.
said, for the diversion of Imnnelf and of chance ctimem-in. "The /•'// t/it," says he,"was loo exquisitely pretty; I could muk« ru> fun out of that."' I'io/xi's ,1/ift. p. 37. I doubt whether Johnson used the word fun. which he describes in lib !h\fwH<trv us'a low cunt |slang) word/
